STATE OF ____________ )
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SS:
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)
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)

AND
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, father.
)
)
Summons in Marital Dissolution (Divorce) Case                           .

Your spouse has petitioned for dissolution of marriage (commonly called a divorce).  We, the Judges of Streeter County, share the following information so you will know of our commitment to protect the best interests of children and all family members in divorce cases.  Please read this information carefully, as we expect you and all other persons involved in your case to be partners in serving those best interests.

1. You may proceed with or without an attorney.  Either you or your attorney should file an appearance with the Clerk within 30 days to ensure that you receive notice of all motions, hearings, and orders.
2. As soon as possible, visit www.FamilyCourtWebsite.org to learn about the Courts’ expectations for how divorce cases will be handled to: 

· ensure safety, 

· reduce conflict, 

· build cooperation, and 

· protect the best interests of all family members, especially all children.

3. If you and your spouse have any children under the age of 20, you must do the following within 30 days:

a. Contact the Domestic Relations Counseling Bureau (DRCB) at 800 County-City Building, Streeter City (574-235-9661) to register for a 4-hour co-parenting class. 

b. Complete the work on www.UpToParents.org and take that work to your assigned co-parenting class.

c. If there will be no attorneys in your case, see the “Cases Without Attorneys” link on www.FamilyCourtWebsite.org or the DRCB for special work required of you. 

4. Read the Streeter County Rule for Cooperation in Family Cases (available from DRCB or www.FamilyCourtWebsite.org) for additional important information on the Courts’ expectation that everyone involved in your case will be a partner in ensuring safety, reducing conflict, building cooperation, and protecting children.
